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Wang Daguan, Artist of Beijing
Genre Painting

Wang Daguan (1925-1997) who was born in Beijing of Hui
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People is a self-taught artist of Beijing Genre Painting. Wang

i

! oL _ ]
was a member of Chinese Paints™ Association, an executive

&

director of Chinese Railway Literature Association, and a painter

of Chinese Painting Institute.

The scroll painting reflects a lot of folk customs in Old Beijing,
including Look around at the old Beijing, the capital in summer,

re-look back the old Beijing and old Beijing-glance view of bridge

A - b ]

as well as other scrolls. He was especially good at portraits and so

3
&

w enjoyed reputation at home and abroad.
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% “This is the masterpiece after <Riverside Scene of Pure
3 Brightness> of Chinese Genre Painting,” , the artist Ye Qianyu
= evaluated about this painting. It is also a valuable document
—

which could record the petiod history of the old Beijing.
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The Introduction of Look around at the
old Beijing
Look around at the old Beijing is called modern <Riverside Scene of Pure
Brightness> by many well-know experts and scholars. It” s made by Mr. Wang
Daguan who put life-long effort on drawing the scroll and fully reflects the old
Beijing during 1920s and 1930s. The scroll is 22 meters long and 0.26 metets
wide. This is with high attistic value, historical value and high academic value,
also belongs to national third-level cultural relic. It has “Look east through
Tongzhou” , “Condole” , “Dongyue Temple 7, “Fast Bridge” . “Ancient
Observatory” , “large houses” , “kite flying” , “Chaoyang Gate South Side”
“Wedding” , “Rice Markets” , “Beijing” s Bridge” , “Dongdan Markets” ,
“Yu palace” , “Bast wicket” , “turret” , “Baligiao” and other parts about
old Beijing. Painted about city walls, city gates, moats, gardens, temples, churches,
imperial city, palaces, streets, alleyways, shops, teahouses, restaurants, people’ s
houses and thousands of buildings; scene with theater, a temple fair, shopping,
selling, wedding, funeral, entertainment and play for fun which all include the levels
of people” s daily life and all walks of life. There are thousands of characters in
all these activities life likely. “Look around at the old Beijing” allows people to
experience today’ s highly modernized Beijing at the same time, also to glance a
hundred - yeat- ago Old Beijing perfectly — containing the city appearance of the
old Beijing and the folk customs which is in contrast so much. Then the shaking for
half a century and the changes have made you love Beijing and good life today more
and more. Associated with the painting , thete is also a project who has the other
scrolls of Wang Daguan, including Beijing bridge, Dong” an Market, North Sea

and so on, so that the very expansion and sustainability of the project.
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